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Oral History Project 
Our volunteers are busy doing oral history recordings around the Sunshine Coast. We have lost 
some volunteers because after they volunteered for TOCAH, their lives changed, some returned 
to full time work, others had family commitments which ate into their time. All our current 
volunteers are semi-retired and working part-time. 
 
After advertising at VSC for more oral history volunteers, of three applicants, only one was able 
to commit to TOCAH. Illness and a return to work impacted on the other two. 
To make life easier for OH volunteers, I have tried to ensure they are interviewing people close to 
where they live, e.g. Caloundra, Landsborough, Nambour, Sunshine Coast Hinterland. 
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It is important that we develop Google Workspace so that oral history volunteers can upload 
recordings to Google Drive so that we can then manage and organise these oral history 
recordings and related documentation (Oral history recordings are too big to be emailed). 
 
Narrators 
We are still eager to hear about any possible interviewees living in Southern Queensland, so if 
you know of any people, please let me know. 
 
Archives Project 
TOCAH also advertised on Volunteering Sunshine Coast for Archives volunteers and through 
SEEK received 10 enquiries from applicants based in Melbourne, Sydney, Canberra, Brisbane, 
etc. Unfortunately, I have contacted all of them and said this project is on hold until February 
2026 because we need Workspace to be fully operational. We need to be able to meet them 
face-to-face on Google Meet to discuss archiving, develop Volunteer mailing lists, and for 
volunteers to be able to upload and download material in Workspace, etc. Three of the 
applicants who have previous library experience have contacted me to say they will still be 
happy to help. 
One of our committee members is working on procedures via Collections Mosaic. 
Both the Book Collecting Project and Digitisation Project are on hold until 2026. 
 
We need more volunteers to manage TOCAH projects. I would suggest that each project should 
be managed by Committee members who oversees the activities of a sub -group of volunteers, 
so I am asking for volunteers to help us do this. The Team Leader needs to also help develop 
protocols, procedures, handbooks, technology, etc. 
 

 
TOCAH Website 

 
Stage 2 of the TOCAH website will soon be up and running. To get to that stage however, the 
current website will be offline for as short a time as possible. We will be doing off-line testing of 
stage 2 before we go live with it again. 

 
In Our Collection 

 
Tracks of Triumph 
A Tribute to the pioneers who built the famous Kuranda Scenic Railway.  
Published by The Cairns Post Pty Ltd in 2003 
The Kuranda Scenic Railway, a renowned rail journey, honours the pioneers who built it and 
commemorates those who lost their lives during its construction—an enduring testament to 
Australian engineering achievement. 
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The Suffragists 
100 Years of Women’s Suffrage in Queensland 
Written by John McCulloch and published by Central Queensland University Press in 2005  
This book commemorates the centenary of women gaining the right to vote in Queensland in 
1905, offering an account of the suffragists' campaign for women's suffrage. 
 
Serving as a comprehensive resource for those researching women's voting rights in 
Queensland, it details the development of the "one-adult one-vote" principle from 
Queensland's founding in 1859, with particular attention to the challenges faced between 1890 
and 1905. 
 

Deductible Gift Recipient Status 
 

Treasury of Country Australian History has now been endorsed by the Australian Taxation Office 
as a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). This means that all donations over $2 are tax deductible. If 
you’re feeling generous and wish to make a monetary donation, our account  is with Bendigo 
Bank BSB 633 000 Account 231 346 842. 
 

Supporting TOCAH 
 

This is an important appeal for support. TOCAH aims to expand our membership base and 
increase the number of interviewees and volunteers. 
We kindly request that all members assist TOCAH through the following actions: 
o Encourage friends to join TOCAH. Membership applications are included with this newsletter; 
please aim to recruit two new members by the conclusion of 2025. 
o Invite family, friends, and acquaintances to consider having their stories recorded. While we 
currently conduct face-to-face interviews, we are developing online interviewing strategies to 
extend our reach (please see attached form). 
o Identify individuals who may be interested in volunteering with us (form attached). We seek 
assistance with: 
o Website and Facebook content management 
o Oral history interviewing 
o Data entry for our archives 
 

Membership of Peak Historical Societies in Australia 
 

A benefactor has offered to pay for membership of the following organisations until June 2026. 
TOCAH will gain considerably from becoming members of these peak historical bodies as they 
offer advice, training, insurance coverage, and grant opportunities.  
 
Federation of Australian Historical Societies - https://www.history.org.au/ 
The Federation of Australian Historical Societies was established in 1977, has eight constituent 
members, one in each state and territory, and is the national peak body representing the 
interests of about 1,000 historical societies and about 100,000 members throughout Australia. 
Associate Membership: $33 to June 2026  
 
History Queensland - https://www.historyqueensland.org.au/ 
History Queensland is a not-for-profit organisation, run entirely by volunteers. 
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The Association was formed as a state-wide umbrella organisation to encourage liaison and co-
operation between local and family history societies, to promote greater awareness of local and 
family history and to encourage all levels of government to recognise the importance of local 
and family history. 
 
Local and family history societies operate throughout Queensland because of the dedication of 
thousands of members who give their services voluntarily to promote their common interest. 
Public Liability and Voluntary Workers Insurance History Queensland Inc., through its insurance 
broker, offers Public Liability Insurance under blanket group insurance. Currently, coverage 
offered is $20 million. The General Public Liability Policy Wording is available. 
Membership: $22 to March 2026 
 

Wish List 
 
Our Wish List is a little different this edition. We have previously asked for support to purchase 
items for our collection. This time we are asking for equipment items that will help us with our 
interviews, meetings and advertising. 
 

Oral History Interview Sets   $300 ea. 
Sound Set for Meetings   $400 
Website Hosting    $1 000 
Advertising and Marketing   $1 000 

 

Thank You 
Once again, we would like to thank all our generous members and supporters for their kind and 
timely donations. Because of your support, we have been able to add to our collection and to 
the quality equipment necessary to conduct our interviews. 
 
 

   
 
 
 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas, a safe holiday season and a happy New Year. 
 
 


